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Collector, Witches, Novelist:
The Writing of Artifacts and Historical Narrative
in “FU HAO of the Eastern Locus at Huayuanzhuang”

Hsin-Lun, Li"

Abstract

Jhou Felin continues her concern about literature and objects for more
than a decade, and writes about male novelists and collectors in “FU HAO
of the Eastern Locus at Huayuanzhuang” Through her fictional characters’
inability to speak to their love of words and her examination of patriarchal
history, the author hints at the political persecution, social unrest, and
generational disparity in the development of the written word, the exclusion
of others that leads to communication breakdown and even personal and
family trauma.The collector, however, neglects the “authenticity” of antiquities,
and the ultimate narcissism and desire triggered by the objects, which
eventually leads to tragedy and misconceptions. In contrast, Jhou Felin has
created a group of witches who are inspired by objects, taking the Yin Shang
era’s Fuhao and the Ryukyu princess Aisha as the core, transforming the
religious view of “reincarnation” and allowing contemporary women to
inherit the witches’ skills in writing, medicine, incense, and planting. It is
also a symbol of women’s enlightenment through material things, and further
extends from the material to the heterogeneous existence of communication
with humans, gods, ghosts, and animals, showing the spiritual power of women
and matriarchal society.

As a collector and novelist, Jhou Felin further likens the process of
excavation to a narrative, exploiting the symbolic nature of artifacts as

fragments. In addition, the historical nature of the artifacts also assists the

Associate Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Central University.
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novelist’s multiple imaginations of the historical narrative. On the basis of
realistic and literary reflections of reality, Jhou Felin the novelist’s exploration,
tries to bring the historical narrative back to “the home of the heart”, which
subtly overlaps with the endgame of the novel’s return to the matriarchal
family. This novel draws on artistic media such as writing and painting to
create a group of witches who can communicate with each other across
generations and materially, responding to the history of political struggles
and mute men in the era of misogyny, and demonstrating the inclusiveness

of “seeking common ground among differences”.

Keywords: Jhou Felin, witch, materials, collector, historical narrative



