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A Far-away War: Discussion of Ecology, Dream, 

and Memory in The Course of Sleep 
 

Tsung-Chieh Huang� 

Abstract 

Ming-yi Wu’s The Course of Sleep which uses “sleep” and “ecology” 
as the medium for its writing of historical memory finds a new route for the 
novels of Taiwanese family history. This paper intends to investigate what 
significant meanings the two elements will contribute to the subjects of 
historical memory and war with which the author wants to deal. In the first 
part, through the description of “non-human world,” (including animals, 
plants, and Bodhisattva) I will explore how the ecological knowledge and 
the intervention of “God” are related to the subject of war; and then, I will 
consider how sleep and dream evoke the repressed and lost historical 
memory in the narration about war and disaster. The characters of human 
and non-human not only interweave to form The Course of Sleep’s view of 
history, but also indicate the various possibilities of seeking solutions when 
living beings face the unnameable and inexpressible historical trauma. 

Keywords: Ming-yi Wu, The Course of Sleep, historical memory, 
ecological writing 
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