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Professor Zheng Qian’s Research

on Chinese Classical Drama

Tsung-Jung Yu"

Abstract

This article will discuss Professor Zheng Qian’s contributions to the
research on Chinese classical drama . Zheng’s studies can be divided into
three aspects: textual research, collations of Qu form and art criticism. The
foundation of Zheng’s research is the Pu Scholar (the textual criticism at
Qian-jia Period in Qing Dynasty). Especially on the textual research,
including compilations of drama catalogues, collections and revisions of
works, and also surveys of versions, Professor Zheng performed profound
scholarship of Pu Scholar and accomplished significant achievement. In
terms of collations of Qu form, Professor Zheng resolved some
controversial issues about the structures of Yiian tsa-chii. Furthermore, the
most important parts of Zheng’s studies on Qu form are generalizations of
the form of tunes and the composing rules of the songsets. In terms of art
criticism, Professor Zheng strongly emphasized the essence of the lyrics in
Chinese classical drama is sincerity. The language of lyrics needs to meet
the inner thoughts of characters. This opinion is similar to Zheng’s writing

and criticism on poem that originates from the poet’s consciousness.

Keywords: Zheng Qian, Chinese classical drama, studies on Chinese

classical drama, Pu Scholar, Philology, Qu form
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