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On the Interpretation of Fang Bao’s YILI Xiyi

from Li and Emotion of Cheng-Zhu Neo-Confuciamism
Wen-shin Jeng"

Abstract

This article intends to discuss the interpretation about the way to analysis
rite from Li (3) and Emotion of Cheng-Zhu Neo-Confuciamism (f£4<£2)

based on Fang Bao’s YILI Xiyi (555 ({&igfT%¢) ). First of all, Fang Bao
believes that the rite in Yili ( (/&) and the meanings contain all expressions

of Li. Secondly, rite should be in line with the inner feelings and respond to
changes with various emotions in order to calm people’s hearts. Fang Bao
also adopts methods to avoid restrictions on human feelings caused by etiquette.
Third, “Li” and “emotion” are not only the basis for explaining etiquette, but
also the standard for measuring etiquette. Fang Bao pointed out that Wang
Mang (%) and Liu Xin (£[k) were “contrary to emotion and Li” and
faked the “mourning clothes” (¥£f[7) theory. It can be seen that Li and emotion
have become the key to distinguish the sage’s system, demonstrating the
influence of Neo-Confucianism thinking on the identification of text authenticity.
The article specifically outlines the diverse aspects of the application of
Neo-Confucian concepts to the interpretation of ritual books, which may
provide a case reference for the study of rituals studied by Cheng-Zhu

Neo-Confuciamism in the early Qing Dynasty.

Keywords: Fang Bao, YILI Xiyi, Rite is Li, Cheng-Zhu Neo-Confuciamism,
Distinguish forgery
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