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A Preliminary Investigation of Duan Yucai’s Research

on the Spring and Autumn Annals
Chin-Chi Pang’

Abstract

Duan Yucai’s works in Chinese philology and historical phonology
have received much attention in studies about the academic achievements,
investigations into his scholarship on Confucian Classics remain rare. This
paper aims to provide a preliminary overview of Duan Yucai’s lifelong
research on the Spring and Autumn Annals, with a particular focus on his
later works. By examining his work on collating and annotating the classics,
including important texts such as Shuowen Jiezi Zhu, this study seeks to
understand the process and main objectives of Duan’s research on the Spring
and Autumn Annals. This study points out that Duan Yucai’s study focused
on the Zuo Zhuan. He approached the text from the perspective of philology
and textual criticism, consciously distinguishing and exploring the different
layers and original appearances of the classics, commentaries, annotations,
and exegeses. Duan aimed to reveal the underlying meaning and principles,
hoping to get closer to the original appearance and rationale of the text.
Duan’s extensive work on collating and annotating the Zuo Zhuan is both the
most prominent and controversial aspect of his research. A small portion of
his work integrated the interpretation of classics into textual criticism, which
can be regarded as “Confucian Classics textual criticism”. However, most of
his work was based on solid evidence from textual versions and philology,
especially the exploration of the characteristics and rules of the textual
language. His research involved the analysis of ancient phonetic borrowings,

the relationship between the structure and meaning of characters and words,
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the formation of words and grammar, and the mutual verification between
Shuowen Jiezi and the classical commentaries. This is considered the most

academically valuable aspect of Duan’s research on the Spring and Autumn

Annals.

Keywords: Duan Yuca, Chunqiu Zuozhuan Zhushu Jiaokanji, Chunqgiu

Zuoshi Gujing, Shuowen Jiezi Zhu, Shuowen Jiezi Du



