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An Investigation on Differing Interpretations of the
Concept of '"Cheng-Xin" in the Old Annotations of the
“Qi Wu Lun”

Ming-Yang Xie

Abstract

The section "follow our Cheng-Xin and imitate it" in the "Zhuangzi Qi
Wu Lun", which exhibits Zhuangzi’s belief that the sources of right and
wrong are within human mind, is an important statement in his work.
However, the annotation notes of previous dynasties depict varying
explanations of the true meaning of the concept "Cheng-Xin". According to
Guo Xiang of the Jin Dynasty, "Cheng-Xin" is the mind that can regulate
and controll a person. However, Cheng Xuan-Ying of the Tang Dynasty,
sets forth his opinion that "Cheng-Xin" is the idiosyncratic prejudices of
every individual’s human existence. Finally, Lu Hui- Qing of the Song
Dynasty, in his statement, suggests that "Cheng-Xin" is the undamaged
mind which received from the nature. These explanations of "Cheng-Xin"
set forth by these three figures represent three major orientations of
annotations regarding this important concept. With these different
interpretations in mind, this atticle will investigate and analyze annotations
existing prior to the Qing Dynasty to inciuire into Zhuangzi’s possible
original intentions and analyze the various interpretations and meanings
found in these three annotations to show the variations of previous studies of
Zhuangzi.

Keyword : Zhuangzi, the studies of Zhuangzi, "Qi Wu Lun"( Z¥Em ),
"Cheng-Xin" ( 5l:[»)




