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An Examination of Ancient History
on “The Battle with Youhu” in the Preface to Ganshi

——W.ith a Discussion on the Evolution

of Abdication Theories in Pre-Qin Thought
Wei-Zhe Chen’

Abstract

This paper begins with the “Preface to Ganshi” in the “Shu Xiaoxu”
and aims to explore the relationship between ancient legends and the ideology
of abdication. By examining the historical context of the “Great Battle at Gan”

in the “Shangshu - Ganshi”, the debate over the legitimacy of the Xia dynasty’s

campaign against the Youhu tribe, and subsequent scholarly discussions on
the concept of abdication, this study traces the evolution of the pre-Qin theory
of abdication. Regarding the historical accounts of Xia’s campaign against
Youhu, this paper categorizes the textual traditions into three systems: “Yu’s
campaign”, “Qi's campaign”, and “Xiang's campaign”. Furthermore, it argues
that classical scholarship tends to favor the interpretation of “Qi’s campaign
against Youhu”, and examines the underlying reasons for this preference. In
the discussion of the abdication system, this paper emphasizes the need to
distinguish between the “legend of abdication” and the “theory of abdication”.
By making this distinction, we can better analyze how pre-Qin Confucian
scholars constructed their theory of abdication based on both transmitted
and excavated texts, and how this theory was formulated in response to the

intellectual and political concerns of their time.

Keywords: Shangshu, Ganshi, Mencius, Rongcheng Shi, abdication system
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