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Characteristics of Calligraphy Criticisms in Six Dynasties:
Calligraphy Criticism Past and Present and Criticism

of Calligraphy
Po-Wen Chen’

Abstract

In ancient Chinese calligraphy theory, numerous concise and richly
meaningful commentaries on calligraphy critique have been preserved. The
Southern Dynasties period saw a flourishing of such critiques, which had a
profound influence on later generations in terms of the perspectives presented,
the use of language, and the standards of evaluation. These critiques centered
on the works of calligraphers, analyzing their styles and characteristics, and
established a systematic framework and theoretical content for calligraphy
through a hierarchical system of evaluation.

This paper discusses Calligraphy Critique: Ancient and Modern (Gu Jin
Shu Ping) from the Southern Dynasties, analyzing its content and structure. It
identifies three metaphorical methods used by the author Yuan Ang to conduct
his critiques: using people as metaphors, using nature as metaphors, and
using abstract concepts as metaphors. Furthermore, it outlines four aesthetic
attitudes that form the foundation of his evaluative system: the metaphorical
attitude of drawing images to express calligraphy, the bodily cognition-based
evaluative attitude, the attitude of perceiving the flow of energy (qi), and the
aesthetic perception based on embodied experience.Yuan Ang’s evaluation
of a calligrapher’s style is a holistic judgment, formed through a deep personal

experience and the integration of various factors. He also believed that elevating
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calligraphy from practical utility to artistic value relies on the calligrapher’s

spirit and inner vitality.

Keywords: Yuan Ang, (Gu Jin Shu Ping) , Metaphorical Calligraphy,
Embodied Thinking, perception of qi..






