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Return to the Truthfulness of Humanity

—A Proposal of Jia-Zhe Tan’s Analectology
Te-Tsai Lee”

Abstract

The main purpose of this paper is to highlight the truthfulness of humanity
as the first principle in terms of which Jia-Zhe Tan interprets the Analects.
While we adhere to this principle, some other scholars’ commentaries are
critically considered in order to pinpoint what the fundamental spirit and the
philosophical basis of Tan’s Analectology are. It will be shown that the grounds
of Tan’s Analectology are (1) the ordinary and truthful humanity as universal
reason, (2) the virtues of “without me’ and ‘for others’, and (3) Li-Yue (ritual
and music as symbol of civilized way of life) and humanism as the supreme
principle of a community. Finally, we highly affirm the significance of the
publication of A Plain Interpretation of Analects written by Mr. Tan, and
argue that the work is definitely a milestone of both the contemporary
interpretations of Analects and Confucianism itself.
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