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A Survey of Mansou Shihua,
Li Gong-Yan and the Related Writings
in Quan Song Shi and Quan Song Wen

GuiLi”

Abstract

The Mansou Shihua (Mansou’s Remarks on Poetry) is a book from
Song Dynasty, whose value lies in the account, text criticism, practical
criticism and theoretical criticism, but neither the author nor the volumes of
this book are known. This paper confirms that a Linchuan (Jiangxi Province)
native, Li Gong-Yan, is the author of Mansou Shihua, and discovers some
lost paragraphs of the book. Based on the reliable Song Dynasty’s
documents, Ming and Qing Dynasties’ local chronicles, and unearthed
materials, this paper investigates all the six persons named Li Gong-Yan of
Song Dynasty, amends the works written by Li Gong-Yan included in Quan
Song Shi and Quan Song Wen, and finds out the works related to Li
Gong-Yan from Linchuan in the above two books. It can be concluded that
when we read Song Dynasty’s documents we should know first the different
persons of the same name through their official position and native place.
Ming and Qing Dynasties’ local chronicles and the unearthed materials are
very helpful to this. Moreover, it is necessary to trace the lost writings
collected in complete collection of ancient texts such as Quan Song Shi and

Quan Song Wen to their source, and to collate their different versions.

Keywords: The Mansou Shihua, Li Gong-Yan from Linchuan, Quan Song
Shi, Quan Song Wen

Associate Professor, School of Humanities, Shanghai University of Finance &
Economics



