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Isolation, Profondity, Obscurity and Passion :

The Dream of the Red Chamber and Yang-Mu’s
Miao-Yu’s Meditation

Fang-Ling Lai

Abstract

The paragraph of “Miao-Yu’s Meditation” is crucial in The Dream of the
Red Chamber. Miao-Yu, who fails to be purified, has struggled from the
conflict of the reality and transcendence; that is, tge decline of the flesh and
the destruction of the infinite prayer. When the path to transcendence is
blocked, the trial based on “Meditation” becomes bigger frustration.

In The Dream of the Red Chamber, Miao-Yu practices practises Buddism
with her hair. She is so isolated, eccentric that she cannot escape from conflict
between the body and the soul. The Long Tsuei Nunnery is not only her
shelter but prison, which symbolizes the secular manners. Her ultimate
calamity implies the separation of reality and wish as well as an eternal
prediction about the co-existence of good and devil and of transcendence and
decline. Does the impasse represent a journey of no return or the path to
relief?

The distancing effect (time and space) in Miao-Yu’s event filters the
terrifying element and extract the metaphor of beauty. In terms of the
familiarity of plots of Miao-Yu, reader’s rational contemplation goes beyond
emotional movement; yet, it does not mean that the former replaces or
represses the latter. Yang-Mu’s adaptation of “Meditation of Miao-Yu” sinks
the content and reveals the form.

The attention paid to Miao-Yu has always been less than that t Bao-Chai

and Dai-Yu; however, the separation of body and soul after “Meditation”
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offers, in fact, much room for discussion. In addition to the historical
relationship of the context, the eighteenth-century masterpiece The Dream of
the Red Chamber and Meditation of Miao-Yu, published in 1985, also
interpret each other. Based on poetics, this article aims, in the first place, to
explore the track linking two pieces and, referring to “Nomadism” of Deleuze
(Gilles Deleuze, 1925~1995), to open a new way of reading relating to the

deep concern for the connection of the subject and the object.

Keywords: The Dream of the Red Chamber, Miao-Yu’s Meditation,
Yang-Mu, Poetics, Deleuze.



