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Establishment of the body of transmitted orthodox
teachings-Re-sorting the index of “The Four Books

selected sentences” edited by Chu His

Chen Feng-yuan

Abstract

“The Four Books selected sentences” edited by Chu His, is an achievement after
ponder and establish carefully during all his life, it impacts far-reaching and influences the
transformation and fashion in scholarship particularly. Unless analysis the detail, one can
not understand the main points of his theorem. However, all through the ages, it always
diverse and confused about the consecution of “The Four Books”, unable to decide which
is right, not only apply by the different point of view or divergence of standpoints in later
ages, but even cause the repugnance of statement and lack consistency about the index of
“the selected sentences”. Later generations often consider the index about “the selected
sentences” should be base on the treat of via the learning sequence of the “The Four
Books”. It 1s: “The Great Learning” and then “Confucian Analects”; “The Works of
Mencius”, “The Doctrine of the Mean”. But determine the index of “the selected
sentences” by means of this order will lose the agreement and inconsistency in structure of
“the selected sentences”.

In this paper, we re-exam the course of compose by Chu His, and find there are some
contradictions should be distinguish, after we analysis the skeleton of “The preamble of
The Great Learning selected sentences” and “The preamble of The Doctrine of the Mean
selected sentences”, refer to “the collection of essays by Chu His” and some correlation
quotations, we suggest it should recur and anew the sorting by the sequences of Confucius,

Zengzi, Zisi and Mencius. It also needs to re- arrange the index to the order of “The Great
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Learning”, “Confucian Analects”, “The Doctrine of the Mean”, “The Works of Mencius”
for “The Four Books” , to show the deeply meaning of morality and justice established by

Chu His.
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