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Literary Features and the Teaching of Ways to Victory
in “The War between the Yellow Emperor and Chiyou”

in The Yellow Emperor’s Four Classics
Zi-Qi Su”
Abstract

Among the long-lost manuscripts unearthed in Han-era tombs in
Mawangdui during 1973, The Sixteen Classics, categorized in The Yellow
Emperor’s Four Classics, is noteworthy because it is the only text that clearly
represents the Yellow Emperor in the form of dialogues between the monarch
and his officials. The central ideas of political struggle and military strategy
in The Yellow Emperor’s Four Classics have also been foregrounded in the
writing of “The War between the Yellow Emperor and Chiyou” in The Classics,
specifically in “Wu Cheng” and “Cheng Luan.” More importantly, the image
of the Yellow Emperor in these two texts could not be found in other existing
historical materials. However, current scholarship on The Yellow Emperor’s
Four Classics has concentrated more on the formation and explanation of
the Huang-Lao thought than on the representation of the Yellow Emperor and its
textual characteristics. The main argument of this paper is twofold. First, the
writing of “The War between the Yellow Emperor and Chiyou” in “Wu Cheng”
and “Cheng Luan” focuses significantly on prewar preparations. Second, the
treatments of Chiyou after the war have been rather savage and sanguinary. These
textual portraits have profoundly revealed how academic developments of the

Huang-Lao thought respond and contribute to the Warring States period.

Keywords: The Yellow Emperor’s Four Classics, Yellow Emperor, Huang-Lao

thought, Battle of Zhuolu, Chiyou
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