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The Structure of Practical Situation in “Poetry as a
Sociocultural Act” among the Ancient Chinese

Intellectual Stratum
Kun-Yang Yen*

Abstract

Since the May Fourth Movement, the interpretation and criticism of
classical Chinese poetry has been based on a biased perspective borrowed
and appropriated from the Western concept of “pure literature.” This article,
while reflecting and critiquing on this biased standpoint, would suggest and
turn to a novel perspective of “poetic pragmatics” and reveal a “world” of
“poetry as a sociocultural act” among the ancient Chinese intellectuals.
Rarely did ancient Chinese intellectuals compose “poetry for poetry’s sake;”
for them, the idea and production of “pure literature” did not exist. Poetry
itself is always a unique “linguistic form” of an interactive act between

B

society and culture; therefore, “how to put poetry into use,” rather than

i}

merely being “purely aesthetic” by “deviating from pragmatism,” would
serve as their main intention and purpose to create poetry.

In addition, this “world” of “poetry as a sociocultural act” among the
intellectuals is by no means a mental world without substantial contents of
ethnic culture and history as well as regional sociality, or one that simply
deviates from pragmatism and engages in illusory imagination of instinctive
aesthetics, as often indicated in literary psychology theory of the West. On
the contrary, filled with ethnic historic-cultural quality and regional sociality,
this “world” of the Chinese intellectuals is really a multilayered “structure

of practical situation.”

* Chair Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, Fu Jen Catholic University
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The subject matter of this article aims to construct such a “world” of a
multilayered “structure of practical situation” with ample textual analysis.
Highly complicated as the entire system of such “world” may seem, it has

been carefully examined and thoroughly demonstrated in this article.

Keywords: intellectual stratum, poetry as a sociocultural act, structure of

practical situation, generic situation, particular situation



