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Distribution of the Sung Poetry and Demarcation of
Poetry within the Tang and Sung Dynasty: with Analysis
of the Influence of the Printing Media on the Features of

the Sung Poetry

Kao-Ping Chang*

Abstract

The engraving technique, as a means of circulation of books, emerges
and reaches its apogee during the Sung Dynasty and replaced the
laboriously made written copies. Due to the accessibility of books, scholars
of the Sung Dynasty are renowned for their erudition, which in turn
accelerates the formation of the poetic style of Sung. Eventually, this
phenomenon becomes the genesis for the revolution in both the Tang and
Sung Dynasty. Consequently, the printing media is the catalyst for the
demarcation of poetry within the Tang and Sung Dynasty. While
investigating the circulation of the engraved printing of the Sung poetry’s
special collection, | discover that the aesthetics taste of writers depends
largely on the demand of the book market; whilst the quality of the printed
books is affected not only by the reader’s reception of the poetry collection,
but by the development of the Sung poetry as well. Poets such as Wang
Yuchen, Su Shunqui, and Mei Yaochen are pioneers of the features of the
Sung poetry. As for Ou Yangxui, Wang Anshi, Su Shi, and Huang Tingjian
are poets who contributes to the formation of the poetic style of Sung. Chen
Shidao, Chen Yuyi, Fan Chengda, Yang Wanli, and Lu You belong to the
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circle of Jiangxi poets. The poems by Shao Yong, Zhu Xi reveal the forces
of rationality. Liu Kezhuang and Dai Fugu are famous for the evolution of
the poetic style of Sung. The famous works which have survived since then
are passed down through manual copies, but mostly through engraved
printing copies. Judging from the aesthetic taste and market economy of
collections of poetry and essays during the Sung Dynasty, one is able to
understand too the evolution of the poetic style of Sung. For instance,
Xikunchouchang Collection belongs to the “Xikun style”, and
Sansuxiansheng Selected Literary Works is classified as “Dongpo style”;
Siling Selected Poems belongs to “Siling style”. Because of the advantages
of the engraved books—easy to produce, difficult to eliminate, cost
effective, and convenient for collection, which are much more better
compared with the written copies in terms of circulation and dissemination,
the printing media has become a convenient tool for knowledge-spreading.

Keywords: the printing media, style of the Sung poetry, Sungkansungren
Poetry, Tang and Song poetic demarcation, distribution of
books



