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Discussing the corrupted texts of the four scholars

of Bei Meng Suo Yan
Ya-We Hsuh"

Abstract

In the first publication of Guang-Xian Sun’s Bei Meng Suo Yan in
Northern Song, there were originally 30 books. In the modern texts, there
are only 20 books and the disappearance of the texts is significant. As to
universal 20 books, there are various versions which are complicated. Thus,
the philologist Guan-Sun Mou in the late Qing dynasty has proofread the
texts. According to Mou, when proofreading Yun Zi Zai Kan Series, he
compared the version Bai Hai and those of Mei-An Wu and Yan-Ting Liu
with Chien-Tseng Lu’s Ya Yu Tang Series. From Taiping Guangji, Mao
Ting Ke Hua, and Tung Jian Zhu, he edited four books. Mou’s proofreading
resulted in several books which were recognized and however, still incomplete.
In modern times, An-Yuan Lin, Erh-Chiang Jia, Kang Yu, and I-Fei Lee
reorganized and proofread Bei Meng Suo Yan. Although they were more
properly revised than the version of Mou, they still show corrupted texts
according to the researcher’s proofreading. According to the argument of
this paper, there are three points that can be discussed in the four schools of
Bei Meng Suo Yan: first, there are still 32 corrupted texts in 18 false essays;
second, it did not make full use of the historical texts of the early Song
Dynasty for proofreading; third, it did not refer to the research results of
contemporary scholars as supporting evidence. Therefore, there are such
serious errors as the regicide is “Zhu Yougong” not “Zhu Youliang”; the

guancha jiedushi (regional military governor) of Gui Zhou is “Maju”, not

Associate Professor, MingDao University Department of Chinese Culture and
Communication.
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“Mar”; and the king of Yan is “Jiepi”, not “Pi”. All these could help to

restore the correct content of the book Bei Meng Suo Yan.

Keywords: Guang-Xian Sun, Bei Meng Suo Yan, proofreading and revision

of ancient books



