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Comments on the Achievement of Huang Shi

in The Ancient Interpretations of Erya
Hui-Mei Chen*

Abstract

In the middle years of Emperor Daoguang’s reign, Huang Shi (1809-1853)
compiled approximately 280 lost books including the classics, history books
and books of different schools’ thoughts written in Han Dynasty, Cao Wei
Dynasty and the Six Dynasties based on the research of Hui Dong (1697-1758)
and Yu Xiaoke (1732-1778). Huang Shi’s accomplishment is said to be as
great as the Yu Han Shan Fang Ji Yi Shu written by Ma Guohan. The most
valuable part of The Ancient Interpretations of Erya compiled by Huang Shi
is that each volume of it has a preface. The prefaces written by Huang Shi
may show his investigation on the transmission status of lost books, mention
the academic achievements of the authors, discuss the advantages and
disadvantages of previous compilation works, identify the authenticity of a
certain text, or disclose the value of the lost books’ contents. Huang Shi’s
works are more believable comparing to the previous works of other scholars.
In addition, Huang Shi found that there were some lost texts cited by literary
works, and the sources of these lost texts cannot be identified. Therefore, he
established the category of “Notes Written by Various Authors for Erya” for
this kind of lost texts. This makes his compilation work the most complete
one among various compilation works published in the Qing Dynasty. As a
result, the paper has The Ancient Interpretations of Erya compiled by Huang
Shi as the target of its investigation. The routes by which Huang Shi
collected lost texts and the methods he adopted to identify the authenticity

of lost texts and to sort lost texts in a certain order were all analyzed. The
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research results can be used as the criterion for judging the quality of lost
book compilation works published in the Qing Dynasty. Furthermore, the
research results can also be taken as the basis for verifying the lost books in

the category of Erya and studying the academic works of certain schools.

Keywords: Huang Shi, compilation methods for lost texts, collation of ancient

books, The Ancient Notes for Erya



