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Lu Guimeng:

On A Recluse’s “Incomplete Role of Literati” Dilemma
Chi-Hung Lee"

Abstract

During the Tang Dynasty, meritorious service was a core value of the
literati. After middle Tang Dynasty, many literati were living in seclusion
due to the pressures of passing the national exam and were thus confronted
by the “incomplete role of literati”. This study focuses on how Lu Guimeng
transoforms from an aspiring literati to a recluse while maintaining the goal
of passing the national exam.

Lu Guimeng bore the anxiety of “man with no salary,” and held that he
was a man of ouside the social order. The name he gave this situation was
“Jianghu sanren”. However, through exploring the condition of “the wanderer
of lakes and rivers,” he created a literati that was not related to the country.
In overcoming this dilemma, he focused on local affairs. Thus, the seclusive
life he depicted was not merely a metaphysical abstraction but a temporal
reality, depicted from time to time by those poet sharing a “hidden resentment”.
This study aims to clarify Lu Guimeng’s living in seclusion and his works,

which may help to understand other recluse’s works during late Tang China.

Keywords: Lu Guimeng, recluse, late Tang China, incomplete role of literati,

Hidden resentment
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