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The Death of Chong Zhen:
An Essay on the Compilation of Poetries

of the 19™ March in the Early Qing Dynasty
Ng, Chi-Lim *

Abstract

The death of Chong Zhen was a significant historical event that marked
the disintegration of the Ming Dynasty on the March 19" lunar month in the
year of Jia-Shen (25" April 1644 AD). More than a hundred poems about
the lunar month of March 19 have been gathered and chronologized by the
author, providing a first-hand primary source. What connotations these
works are conveying? What kind of literati attitude and political
implications are carried within? These remained to be clarified. The
objective of this paper is to provide an overall awareness and documentary
basis for subsequent research, outlining four aspects of these poems that
stand out: On the memorial day, literati honoured the emperor with “simple
rituals” such as wailing, offering rice as an oblation, spirit evocation, tomb
sweeping, and worshiping distant ancestors. It reflects the “collective

)

memory” and emotional resonance of the group, revealing the political
stance of refusion to obliviate the death of Chong Zhen Emperor and
subrogation in the country; The literati’s comments on Chong Zhen in
history and poetry were vary, while Chong Zhen appeared to receive much
sympathy and praise in his “reappearance” in poems. The literati's
adherence to ethics suppressed the force of reason and reawakened fond
memories of the previous dynasty; In order to evade the political force of

the Qing government, the literati adopt a rhetorical strategy in poems,

Assistant Professor, Department of Chinese Language and Literature, Hong
Kong Shue Yan University
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particularly the use of allusions as allegorical parables to the new dynasty
and the nostalgia for the homeland. It is typically passed down among the
literati stratum as a type of “elite's memory”; Although the political views of
these long-standing adherents have deviated from the epoch, they continue
to hold on to their identity and historical memory, which tells the story of

despair and resilience after the vicissitudes of the world.

Keywords: 19" March, Chong Zhen, collective memory, memorial ritual,

refusion to obliviate



