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A Critique of the Annotations of Yi books Included
in Siku Quanshu: The Case of Dayi Xiangshu Goushentu,
Zhouyi Xiangyi, and Xiang Chao

Rui-Hong Chen*

Abstract

When it comes to the research on the annotations of Siku Quanshu and Siku
Quanshu Zongmu Tiyao (the annotated catalog), most scholars have focused on
the verification of volumes, versions, and the authenticity of the books in
question. They rarely, if ever, approached them in terms of the real contents of
Yi to make a thorough and precise evaluation, or examine related annotated
bibliographies; nor did they probe into existing mistakes or potential problems,
or offer objective and sensible supplements or corrections. When conducting
their research, many researchers started, unfortunately, on the premise that
accuracy was ensured and thus did preliminary studies and made analyses on the
basis of these existing false annotations. The mistakes made by Siku editors
directly undermined these researchers’ understanding and evaluation of the
original works. Without closer inspection, the research findings could be
misleading, which might lead to more mistakes as a result. Therefore, the study,
focusing on three books: the anonymous Dayi Xiangshu Goushentu in Southern
Song, Zhouyi Xiangyi by Zhang Huang in Ming Dynasty, and Xiang Chao by
Qian Yiben in Ming Dynasty, will also examine and comb through their
contents, compare and contrast related Yi works, and propose assessments,

supplements and corrections to related annotations made by Siku editors.

Key words:Siku Quanshu; Siku Quanshu Zongmu; Dayi Xiangshu Goushentu;
Zhouyi Xiangyi; Xiang Chao
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