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The Transition and Its Social Orientation

of San Zhao Yue in the Xiao Liang Dynasty

Kuan-Jen Tsao"

Abstract

“San Zhao Yue” is the collective name for a series of songs and dance
performances during the Yuan Hui (New Year) ceremony in the Xiao Liang
dynasty. This article aims to reflect on existing perspectives and explore
whether San Zhao Yue is oriented towards nature or society by examining
the transition of San Zhao Yue relative to the performances at the Yuan Hui
ceremony in the Western Jin and Liu Song dynasties. The Yuan Hui
ceremony was divided into two parts: the court ceremony and the banquet
ceremony. Under Emperor Wu of Liang’s positioning of the Yuan Hui
ceremony as ‘“mutual reciprocity between monarch and ministers”, several
changes were made to the court ceremony. Firstly, the newly added “Xiang
He Wu Yin” was rearranged from the order of Wang Yue, which represented
five elements and each season with five months, to the five-tone sequence.
This change was not related to the principle of establishing a chronological
order, but rather to symbolic significance of ritual procedures, as it is in the
case of the orchestration of Xiao Liang based on the Shi Er Yue Lu.
Secondly, it was connected to the arrangement of court music called “Ya”,
especially “yin ya” and “yin ya”, which highlighted the identity of the
crown prince and the royal officials, and reflected the original intention of
the different ranks of officials, extending beyond the relationship between
the monarch and ministers. All these measures contributed to the deepening
of the hierarchy of social rank. Additionally, Emperor Wu of Liang abolished

Deng Ge, which praised the ancestral foundation, and Fong Huang Sian Shu
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Ji, which performed divination story at the banquet ceremony, both of which
were a de-emphasis on the divine will of fate. In fact, San Zhao Yue is
consistent with the Yuan Hui ceremony that was promoted for the people by
Emperor Wu of Liang. He said that “the rituals for the people are elaborate,
while the rituals for the gods are simple”, which distinguishes it from Jiao
Miao ceremony for the gods. The purpose of San Zhao Yue was by no
means to highlight divine right of kings through following natural laws, as

the previous research suggested.

Keywords: San Zhao Yue, Yuan Hui Ceremony, Emperor Wu of Liang,

Between the Nature and the Society, Xiang He Wu Yin



