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The Critique of Sao-fa by Heh Yie Suen
HSU Yu-fang
Abstract

Sao-fa(f# ') of Heh Yie Suen( ’F'ﬁ' EF"[ 5 1605-1688, an
important poem critic in the transition between Ming and Qing)
mainly criticized the works of Ch’i Yian('yl'fl) and Song
Yuh(4 ). It was done at the same time as his other work
Shi-fa( ?TP % ). Sao-fa and Shi-fa are truly the important
materials for studying Heh’s literary ideology and the late-Ming
Dynasty’s literary criticism. However, it is incomprehensible
that in Taiwan we do not see any detailed critique about Sao-fa.
It has merely been referred to in a few papers. This book really
awaits scholars to study and ameliorate. Therefore, this paper
will closely study Sao-fa and conclude its points of criticism in
order to manifest its literary ideology. At the same time, by
including my personal points of view, I will comment a bit
about Sao-fa and its author. In the description the focuses are 1)
Sao-fa’s style of criticism; 2) the literary critical points shown
in Sao-fa, which are divided into three levels: work and work,
work and the author, the author and the readers. The three
above-mentioned levels are discussed briefly. Throughout the
paper Shi-fa and Heh’s other works are also used to reflect on
Sao-fa as a way to refer to Heh’s literary history with Late-ming
Dynasty’s Jing-ling School(ﬁ]@@i’f). Hopefully this paper will

give the readers a more complete understanding to Heh’s
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literary ideology and his importance in the history, and I am
sure that Sao-fa is critical to an understanding of the

development of literary criticism and theory of Ming Dynasty.

Keywords

Heh Yie Suen ; Sao-fa ; Shi-fa ; Jing-ling School ; Ch’ii-chi(a

collection of poems complied by Liu Hsiang).
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