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How much of the former happenings not realized
at the time can now be known

—A Study of the Creative Experiments

2

in Eileen Chang’s Short Story “Xiang Jian Huan
Hsu, Pei-Hsin"

Abstract

Eileen Chang’s short story “Xiang Jian Huan” (g R.#%) is considered
one of her most profound works. It was first published in 1978 and attracted
criticism from critics. Chang responded by writing “Biaoyi Xiyi ji Qita” (=
75 Kz EAAt) six months later to explain the subtext of the text. However,
when the story was collected in “Wanyan Ji” (fg2REC) in 1983, it still

retained its obscure and difficult-to-understand style. This paper explores
Chang’s writing experiments and creative ideas in “Xiang Jian Huan.” It
argues that the story deliberately designs a bystander, Yuanmei, to listen to
a long conversation. This highlights the listener’s response to understanding
the words, which can be seen as an analogy for the reading acceptance of
“the text and the reader.” This expresses Chang’s expectations for ideal
readers and creative viewpoints. The paper also analyzes how “Biaoyi Xiyi
ji Qita” reveals Chang’s complex thoughts on the ideal novel. Finally, it
discusses how the story uses interlacing and concealment to suggest the
thrilling mystery of the repeated narrative of the stalking event. The paper
concludes that “Xiang Jian Huan” is a key work for the study of Chang’s
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late style. It shows the literary genes that Chang’s late style inherited from
“The Sing-song Girls of Shanghai” (1 _E{E%{H).

Keywords: Eileen Chang, “Xiang Jian Huan”, response-inviting structure,

implied reader, late style



