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Historical Writings around Taiwanese Opera Script

The Seal of 1895
Fu-Ling Yang®

Abstract

Tang Mei Yun Taiwanese Opera Company performed Taiwanese opera
The Seal of 1895 at the National Theater in 2008. Adapted by Shi Ru-Fang
from the original novel of the same name by Yao Chia-Wen, the play is a
work of adaption from a Taiwan’s historical roman-fleuve into a traditional
opera. The “localization” of traditional opera has already started in the 1990s
and is still a burning issue. The article first organizes and sorts out the plays
with local themes in the history of Taiwanese traditional opera, including
ones of Taiwanese opera, Beijing opera, and Henan opera, so as to unveil
the value and significance of The Seal of 1895 in Taiwan’s traditional opera
theater. Among the several plays with Taiwanese consciousness that Shi
Ru-Fang has written, The Seal of 1895 can be regarded as the first in her
historical writing series, where the playwright’s spirit of caring about
national identity and place identity is clearly revealed. In The Seal of 1895,
the establishment of the short-lived Republic of Formosa in 1895 brings
changes to different characters’ control over their body autonomy, involving
sacrifice of remnant bodies and birth of new national bodies. The differences/
interfusions and dialogues/monologues these characters disclose in the middle
of social unrest of unclear situations and the diachronic and synchronic social
process highlight the cultural phenomena and deep meaning of the playwright’s

reflections within her historical writing. The article attempts to explore the

Associate Professor of Department of Chinese Language and Literature, Taipei
University
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historical writing of the play of The Seal of 1895 from the characterization
and shaping of the characters by the playwright.

Keywords: The Seal of 1895, Shi Ru-Fang, Yao Chia-Wen, Taiwanese opera,

historical writing



