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Jiashu, Mingjia, Dajia An Investigation

on the Traditional Poetic Evaluative Concepts
Yin Jiang”
Abstract

In both intellectual and literary history, “establishing a unique school
and developing habits of expressions” has been formed at a very early age in
ancient China. Using Jiashu (a school of thoughts based on intellectual
linage) as an intermediary, a series of evaluative concepts like Dajia (a
superior master), Xiaojia (a forthcoming master) and Mingjia (a renowned
master) has been originated. These concepts were used without rigorous
definitions. Especially Dajia and Mingjia, understandings of these two
varied subtly in reminiscence and associations of the critiques with the
subjects. Through organizing relevant materials in the Chinese literary
criticism history, this paper aims to provide an understanding of the
perspectives of the critiques and reveal the fundamental ideas as well as

parameters in the traditional Chinese literary criticism.

Keywords: Jiashu, Dajia, Mingjia, Pindi
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