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Beyond Translation:
the Study of the Multiple Interpretations
of Japanese Translation of “Dream of the Red Chamber”
in Miyazaki Shigekichi’s “Shina Gikyoku
Shosetsubun Shoshaku”

Heng-I Su”

Abstract

Miyazaki Shigekichi’s “Shina Gikyoku Shosetsubun Shoshaku” was
published in 1905. This book is among which 4 Chinese traditional dramas
novels such as “Water Margin”, “Romance of the Western Chamber”, “The
Peach Blossom Fan” and “Dream of the Red Chamber” were selected and
translated. In this book was chosen ‘Granny Liu First Time Visited Rong
Mantion’ of the “Dream of the Red Chamber”, and translated it.

“Shina Gikyoku Shosetsubun Shoshaku” is one of the early Japanese
translations of “Dream of the Red Chamber” and is a collection of lectures
for the teaching content of Miyazaki Shigekichi’s teaching at Waseda University.
The translation form is based on the comparison of the Japanese and the Chinese,
and used Kanbun Kundoku to translated all of the literary works in this book,
in this way, that book is easier to understand for the readers and the researchers
Therefore, it has its importance in literary translation and teaching.

This thesis is a study of translated into the study of “Dream of the Red
Chamber” in Miyazaki Shigekichi’s “Shina Gikyoku Shosetsubun Shoshaku”.
Because this book has not only included translations, but also the results of
Miyazaki Shigekichi’s research on the author, version, theology, literary

aesthetics, etc. of Chinese traditional dramas and novels. This thesis first
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analyzes is Miyazaki Shigekichi’s research results of “Dream of the Red
Chamber”. The second step is analysis of his translation and feature of
translation. Finally, from the overall selection of “Shina Gikyoku Shosetsubun
Shoshaku” to analysis the reason why Miyazaki Shigekichi was chosen ‘Granny
Liu First Time Visited Rong Mantion’ as the target of translation In order to
gradually evaluate the results of Miyazaki Shigekichi’s research, translation
and teaching in “Dream of the Red Chamber”.

According to the research of this thesis, Miyazaki Shigekichi has adopted
the “one person and one theme” as the selection criterion, and emphasizes
the role of the selected text in the whole work. Through the single event, the
whole development of the novel runs through, which has the effect of reading
interest of foreign readers. In order to take into account the functions of
literary research, teaching and promotion, Chinese traditional novels and

dramas have gained attention in Japan from their works.
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