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State System, Literary Genre, and Lyricism

—from “Shi-Shi” to “ Shen-Yun”
Shou-Jen Tseng®

Abstract

Beginning with the observations from before the age of “Shen Yun,”
this paper intends to reinterpret the definition of “Shen Yun” style, whereby
re-explore the contemporary Chinese lyrical tradition. If “Shi Shi” means
“poetry as records of history” inseparably corresponds with the transition of
Ming to Qing dynasty, then what kind of reality does the “Shen yun” style,
which was proposed by Wang Shi Zhen—the leading figure of poetry scene
under the reign, correspond to? This paper aims to propose that “Shen Yun”
implied responses and answers to the history and poetry, and led the trend
and fashion of its contemporary literary scene. It was a solution to reality
and life. Moreover, this paper would make manifest what kind of ideology
and interest does the shift from “Shi Shi” to “Shen Yun” represent and what
is the innate ideology status of “Shen Yun.” In fact, the ethereal and the
charmingly resonance discourse of “Shen Yun” is almost identical to that of
“pure poetry.” It is not only a sense of aesthetic ideological interest, but also
a way to deal and survive in life and in the officialdom as well as a retreat
from the reality and life—it emphasizes the ideology of the aesthetics
within.

Qian Zhong Shu quotes Zheng Chao Zong in his Tan Yi Lu and asserts
that “Shen Yun is the highest state of poetry.” Ke Qing Ming, when
indicating the characteristic of Shen Yun poetry, asserts that “it brings us the
sheer endless joy of the aestheticism.” Moreover, after certain refinement

and purification of his poetry discourse, Wang Fu Zhi, who is active during

Assistant Professor, Department of Chinese Language and Literature of National
Chi Nan University.
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the transition of Ming dynasty to Qing, also reveals a “Shen-Yun-like”
quality in his language style featuring qualities of being gentle. Though
Shen Yun features a mode of “hetero structures over the same phase,”
nevertheless one escapes the reality and the other (aesthetically) refines it.
Winning the fame as the greatest state of poetry, Shen Yun poetry actually
connotes a compromise with the reality. Though Shi Shi is an impure poetry
genre, it directly confronts the reality on a greater level and challenges the
dark side with its light force. Since lyrics and poetry never fail to reify the
nobility and keenness of the poets in the turbulence of time—as seen in Du
Fu and Chen Shi Xiang—surely the essences of the Chinese lyrical tradition

is presented within.

Keywords: Shi Shi Shen Yun Chinese lyrical tradition





