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¥ A Mircea Eliade, Images and Symbols (Princeton: Princeton University

Press, 1991), p.151. JASZ Ky : The Waters symbolize the entire universe of the
virtual; they are the fons et origo, the reservoir of all the potentialities of existence;
they precede every form and sustain every creation. The exemplary image of the
whole creation is the Island that suddenly “manifests” itself amidst the waves.
Conversely, immersion in the waters symbolizes a regression into the pre-formal,
reintegration into the undifferentiated mode of pre-existence. Emergence repeats
the cosmogonic act of formal manifestation.”
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B ggpeme Sarah Allan, The Shape of the Turtle (Albany, N.Y.: State University
of New York Press, 1991), p.106: As a large square with its corners removed,
the ya resembles the turtle plastron with its indentations for four legs and also
the base of a square ding vessel, the piece mould of which was also ya-shaped
before the legs were attached.

* % - Lucien Lévy-Bruhl % - THR% - (JFIAEME) (dbat : mEEIS6E
1995) - H 205-210 -

#3 - Joseph Campbell, The Masks of God: Primitive Mythology (iififEE © &
IAiHEEEE ) (London: Penguin Books, 1976 ) , p.77: “Four is a ritual number in
American Indian lore, referring to the four directions of the universe...but rather
a cosmic reference.”
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Symbolic Forms, vol. 2, Mythical Thought (New Haven and London: Yale University
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% Mark Johnson, The Body in the Mind (Chicago and London: The University of
Chicago Press, 1987), pp.119-121.

> ZBE Mark Johnson, The Body in the Mind, p.119-120 « [FSZ41F : For us, life
patterns do not simply repeat; they exhibit a character of build-up and release:---

This climatic structure of the cycle is perhaps best represented by the sine wave
with its periodic “rise” and “fall.”
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Myth and Meaning in the Daoist classic of Liezi:

An analysis of the parable of the five sacred mountains
Yin-Ching Chen”

Abstract

The Book of Liezi not only preserved many Chinese myths and legends,
but also added adaptations to these ancient tales to illustrate Daoist thought.
Therefore, the Liezi’s fantastic accounts may be read as parables. Based on
the study of Chinese mythology and Daoist philosophy, and with reference
to contemporary theories of conceptual metaphor and image schemas, this
paper analyses major metaphors in the Liezi’s parable of Five Sacred Mountains
in the Bo Sea: First, the grand ravine and the five mountains—metaphors of
the Dao and myriad things; Second, giant turtles bearing the mountains—the
symbol of immobilization and order; Third, the mountains drifting to the
North and sinking in the sea: the cycle image and the eternal return. I hope
through this paper to expound the hidden meanings in Daoist metaphors,
and to present how the Liezi’s parable turns the abstract thought of Daoism

into a more lively, visible and approachable work.

Keywords: The Liezi, the myth of Guixu, Daoist parable, metaphor, image

schema theory
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