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Demons are Medicines:
On the Demon Writing and Moral Dialectics
of the Ming-Qing Sequels of Journey to the West

Shih-Hao Tseng"

Abstract

While the ending of Journey to the West cannot convince readers of the
effect of the Tripitaka on saving the world, it inspired the creation of
sequels in the Ming and Qing Dynasties. 4 Supplement to the Journey to the
West adds the appearance of the Mackerel Spirit in the middle of the
Flaming Mountains and the Kingdom of Jisai. Because of the feature of
“distorted dream-thinking” in this sequel, readers may turn into the story
from the theft of the Nine-Headed Prince Consort. 4 Sequel to the Journey
to the West begins with a rigorous examination of Sun Wukong’s “Mechanical
Heart”, but the endless emergence of demons makes the author can only
deal with it with absolute negativity, which also makes this journey back to
Chang’an full of irony. In The Later Journey to the West, the achievement of
pursuing “true interpretation” was finally stolen and occupied by the demons
within Buddhism, which is a complete failure. On the contrary, the demons
encountered by the Dadian Monk and his apprentices during their travels are
full of the spirit of martyrdom who choose “evil” stubbornly. The Ming-Qing
sequels of Journey to the West show the paradox of “The Heart is a Disease,
the Devil is a Medicine”. The descriptions of the demons in the three novels

can be regarded as an in-depth question about moral consciousness.

Keywords: A Supplement to the Journey to the West, A Sequel to the Journey
to the West, The Later Journey to the West, Demons, Morality
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