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On the content of Yang Xiong’ Taixuan
and the Popular Practice

of Interpreting Yi with Diagrams
Rui-Hong Chen”

Abstract

In his book Taixuan, Yang Xiong, based on conventional Yi philosophy,
created a new divination system by incorporating features of Daoism and Yi
theories in his time. The content and meaning of Yang’s innovation has been
widely reviewed and provoked much discussion. Among others, in Song
Dynasty, Shao Yong praised Yang and greatly promoted Taixuan. He adopted
the approach of interpreting Zhouyi and Taixuan by combining Yi and Tu-shi
diagrams, which has since had a significant impact on the construction of Yi
diagrams and drawn considerable attention from other Yi scholars. The present
study aims to analyze Yang’s imitation of the structure and content of Zhouyi
in his Taixuan and further explain his diagram simulation of Zhouyi; from
the angle of academic development, explore different interpretations of Yi
with diagrams since Song, and the popularity of 7aixuan and philosophers’
inclusion and discussion of it in their books; establish potential inheritance
and derivation relationships; and offer a brief indication of Yang’s role in

Yixue history.

Keywords: Yang Xiong, Taixuan, the imitation of Yi in Taixuan, Yi diagrams,

gua-qi
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