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The Literary Geology of History:
Dung Kai-cheung’s Natural History and Hong King Allegory

in Dung Kai-cheung’s Novels
Hsiao-Han Lee *

Abstract

Recent studies on Hong Kong Writer Dung Kai-cheung’s “V city”
series and the “The History of Nature” Trilogy often emphasize the role of
urban space, historical ideology and Hong Kong consciousness. However,
the novel Natural History (Buowuchi), as a neglected transition between the
two series, deserves more attention for its transition from the humanistic
narrative to the human-object entanglements in his later novels.

Taking the perspective of ecocriticism, borrowing the forth wave eco-theory
and Felix Guattari’s “Three Ecologies”, and the theory of Donna J.Haraway and
Stacy Alaimo. This essay investigates how Natural History projects the entanglement
of the three ecologies —environmental, social, individual—and the futurity of
Hong Kong. This essay on the one hand attempts to interpret his perspectival
transition from local, human-centered ethnography to a ‘“Natural-historical
Urban-ecology” perspective in his Hong Kong Narrative; on the other this
essay also wants to take into account his usage of Chinese classics, including
Shanhaijing and Zhang Hua’s Bowuzhi as a way to territorialize the nature and
thus to respond to imaginations of Hong Kong-ness and to construct a fictional

natural-historical world indifferent to the actual world of reason and order.

Keywords: Dung Kai-cheung, Natural History, Eco-writing, Natural History,
Hong Kong Literature
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