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The influence of “family affection”

on Du Mu’s political career
Chin-Hsiung Chu"

Abstract

Du Mu’s reputation for his romantic demeanor has long been celebrated,
earning him the image of a “gifted and amorous man of letters.” Indeed, his
tenure in Yangzhou, serving within the local administration, marked the most
flourishing and high-spirited phase of his life. However, once he departed
from Yangzhou, his official career underwent repeated fluctuations, in which
the bonds of fraternal affection played a constraining role—significantly shaping
his career choices and their eventual outcomes.

Scholars have often interpreted the vicissitudes of Du Mu’s political career
through the framework of the “Niu-Li factional conflict.” Yet, a close reading
of his poetic and prose writings reveals that kinship and fraternal sentiment
in fact occupied an important place in his life. His emotional attachment to
his younger brother, Du Y1, in particular, repeatedly influenced his decisions
at crucial junctures in his official career.

Although the sequence of Du Mu’s appointments and transfers has been
well established in existing biographical studies, few discussions have explored
how fraternal affection may have affected his psychological disposition
during these changes. This study therefore takes this perspective to examine
the inner transitions and emotional dynamics that underlay Du Mu’s decisions

amid the turning points of his official life.

Keywords: Du Mu, fraternal affection, Du Yi
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