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Transform the Technic into Nature and Tao,
and the New Things Exceed the Traditional Things :
The Pattern of the Writing in the Series
of The Fu of Describing Chime Clock in Qing Dynasty

Sheng Hui You"

Abstract

There are many challenges, especially by the Fu of describing things,
which needs to gather many literary quotations, in that how to write new and
foreign things by the traditional genres in old epitomes in China. This paper
mainly discusses the series of The Fu of Describing Chime Clock, many of
which was written because of imperial examinations. The writings of The Fu
of Describing Chime Clock usually includes two parts: 1. The authors of the
series always expressed “technic” in chime clock by “nature” and “Tao” in
Chinese tradition, and quoted many knowledge and allusions to Yin Yang in
Chi and associated thinking. 2. The authors of the series expressed that the
chime clocks from the western countries were better than the traditional clocks
in China. However, they tried to claim that chime clocks have little difference
from the traditional clocks in the traditional sense of time in China, and it
seemed to reduce the anxiety to the West. In summary, the authors tried to
describe new things by the traditional patterns and genres of associated thinking.
There are some innovative ideas of the theme, but some shortcomings are

considered.

Keywords: Qing Dynasty, The west, chime clocks, Fu, New things
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