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Sacredness in the Besieged City:

Christian Culture in Female Writers’ Writing

Yu Yuen Yee, Frankie

Abstract

When Shanghai fell to the Japanese, the mainstream writers left Shanghai,
leaving a vacuum in literature of Shanghai. A group of non-mainstream female
writers, such as Chang Ai-ling, Su Qing, Shi Jimei, and Cheng Yu-zhen,
seized the opportunity to publish their works in magazines in Shanghai and
they became very well-received at that time.

During the Japanese Occupation period, female writers’ writing on daily
lives is not only for the purpose of avoiding political censorship. In their fictions,
it seems there were neither battles nor bloodshed. However, the shadows of
war and occupation could everywhere be found. In their works, Christian
elements and materials have become a tool to create the atmosphere and
image of an ideal world in order to resist the pain, suffering and desires in
materialistic world. In this way, Christian writing is another type of narration
of wars.

This article examines Christian elements and analyses the religious feeling
in their fictions. Through content analysis, it also examines the writers’ responses
to disorder and unrest. It explores the thinking of the female writers during
the Occupation Period and analyses how they overcome hardships in their

daily lives and explores their ways to search for Utopia in this world.

Keywords: Christian culture, female fiction, literature of the Occupation

Period, literature of Shanghai

Assistant Professor, Department of Chinese Language Studies, Hong Kong Institute
of Education



