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The Niu-Li Faction Struggle and Du Mu’s Political Position
Chin-Hsiung Chu"

Abstract

Du Mu could not stay out of the political influence brought about by
the “Niu-Li Party Struggle” with literati as the main body in the late Tang
Dynasty. Whether Du Mu is a Niu party, a Li party, or a non-party is often
the focus of debate in later generations. Indeed, when Du Mu first entered
his official career, he was taken care of by Niu Sengru, so he was easily
classified as a bull party. However, it is an indisputable fact that Du Mu
wrote to Li Deyu to provide suggestions during the Huichang period, which
has aroused many discussions in later generations.

This study believes that because Du Mu focused on “military affairs”
throughout his life, he always advocated crusade against warlords, so he
wrote letters many times, hoping that Li Deyu would exert influence. It can
be seen from this that Du Mu does not care about party disputes, but only
cares about whether the national policy is on the ideal path he believes.

In terms of political stance, not only before the Huichang period, Du
Mu had no intention of participating in party disputes, but also the figures in
power of the two parties did not treat them as comrades in the party.

Whether Li Deyu or Bai Minzhong was in power in the court, Du Mu
could not enter the central court. The unsatisfactory career path finally
affected Du Mu’s mentality. Over time, the original position of transcending
party will inevitably be shaken. In the latter part of his life, Du Mu’s

evaluation of Li Deyu changed. In fact, there are traces to be found. It is
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because of the failure of his official career that he had to succumb to the

winner of the party struggle.

Keywords: Du Mu, Niu - Li Party Struggle, Political Standing, Li Deyu,

Niu Sengru



