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The Research of Zhang Xi-gong
of Complying with Zheng Xuan to Explain Classic

in “Zheng’s School of Mourning Dress”
Yi-Jan Chang’

Abstract

Zhang Xi-gong is a scribe in the late Qing Dynasty and early Republic
of China. He realized that human ethics are collapsing and wanted to solve
the problem by writing a book of explaining “Mourning Dress” in “Yi Li”,
following Zheng Xuan’s annotation. In his opinion, Zheng Xuan was the
only one who explains “Yi Li” in the correct way. This research compares
Zhang Xi-gong’s explanation of the situation when Zheng Xuan do or don’t
have an annotation, and his opinion when Zheng Xuan’s annotation had
conflict with Zu-Xia’s explanation of “Mourning Dress”. People who studied
Zheng Xuan in the Qing Dynasty, Hu Pei-Hui is the most famous and successful
one. Thus, this article also focusses on the comparation between Zhang
Xi-gong and Hu Pei-Hui. As a result, this study shows that Zhang Xi-gong
did follow Zheng Xuan’s annotation in all three circumstances. When it
comes to the interpretation of “Three Rituals”, Zhang X-gong sees beyond
Zheng Xuan’s annotation and return to the true meaning of “Mourning
Dress” by rebuilding Zheng Xuan’s annotation from all kinds of texts. Hu
Pei-Hui supplies another statement when he doesn’t agree with Zheng Xuan.
However, Zhang Xi-gong not only claimed his mistake, but also corrected

his study by explaining meanings between Zheng Xuan’s words.

Keywords: Zhang Xi-gong, “Mourning Dress”, Zheng Xuan, The Annotation
of “Three Rituals”, Integrate “Three Rituals”
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