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Perhaps the self-same song that found a path
Through the sad heart of Ruth, when, sick for home,
She stood in tears amid the alien corn;
The same that oft-times hath
Charm’d magic casements, opening on the foam
Of perilous seas, in faery lands forlorn.
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The Transmission and Creation of Classical Chinese Poetry
in Overseas Chinese Communities in Modern Times

——With Kerson Huang’s poetry

as the subject of discussion
Kuo-Neng Hsu"

Abstract

Kerson Huang (1928-2016) is a renowned physicist, poet, and translator.
He reinterpreted the Persian ancient poem “Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam”
using the Chinese seven-character quatrains. His poetry often possesses
distinctive characteristics, conveys modern scientific phenomena, portrays
global landscapes, and integrates Eastern traditions with Western culture. His
poetry also led to a writing style transformation in classical Chinese poetry.
In Kerson Huang’s late poetry works, he no longer portrays wars and sorrow,
instead, he exhibits harmony, hope, and the progress in human civilization.
Dr. Kerson Huang expressed his Chinese heritage and cultural identity through
writing poetry, his life and literary achievements show us how Chinese
individuals in America contemplate their identity and approach the tradition

of Chinese literature.

Keywords: Kerson Huang, Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam, Classical Chinese

Poetry Overseas Diaspora, Sinophone
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