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On Yao He’s Succession to and Evolution of the Pedigree
of Local-Government Poetry: Focusing on

“The Thirty Poems Written in Wugong County”
Tzu-Yeh Lin"

Abstract

This article investigates Yao He’s “Thirty Poems Written in Wugong
County” by discussing the meaning of this group of poems in the context of the
pedigree of local-government poetry in the Tang dynasty. This differs from
previous scholars’ approach of analyzing their significance in poetry history
from the perspective of the poem content or Yao’s identity as county magistrate.
The discussion process of this article is divided into three parts: First, it clarifies
the definition, the content, and the representative authors of local-government
poetry and takes them as the foundation of discussing “The Thirty Poems” in the
pedigree of local-government poetry. Second, it finds support for the argument
that this group of poems should be included in the pedigree of local-government
poetry. The supportive idea is that Yao’s tiredness about his official career,
awareness of “officer recluse,” and landscaping and garden visiting activities
actually succeed the themes that Wei Ying-Wu and Bai Ju-Yi have created for
local-government poetry. Finally, it indicates that these poems, in terms of his
awareness of officer recluse, change from “leisurely comfortableness” to
“leisurely loneliness™; and in terms of his appreciation of the garden scenery,
emphasize the “poem scenery” that turns ordinariness into innovation. This
demonstrates that Yao not only examines the traditions of themes that his
predecessors have established in their local-government poems but creates the

county-government poetry that features his personal aesthetic style.

Keywords: Yao He, “The Thirty Poems Written in Wugong County,” local-

government poetry, Wei Ying-Wu, the topic of “officer recluse”



