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Research on the Interaction, Transformation,
and Integration between the “Evil of Banality”

and Morality in The Analects of Confucius
Ching-Jung Chen”

Abstract

Confucianism perceived some instances of the evil of banality in
day-to-day situations that may easily turn a subject into a “bystander” during
the course of morality practice and cause the subject to lose self-awareness in
active thinking and the motivation to practice morality. “Banality,” a term
used to signify the “rootless” nature of such evil, is generally derived from
our daily instinctive performances or is subject to the effects of the society’s
collective consciousness. Banality is not an absolute evil, though. Occurrences
of the evil of banality stem from a subject’s “lack of thinking.” The absence
of thinking, consciousness, concern, or skepticism leads to the atrophy of
the subject’s intrinsic morality, which in turn becomes one of the practical
limitations hindering the realization of morality. By directly addressing and
proposing countermeasures for the evil of banality, The Analects of Confucius,
prompts the subject of moral practice to develop new insights into the
meanings of morality when confronted with tests in taking action and
making choices, thereby adjusting their conduct and deeds from the fitting
value at an appropriate time.

Understanding the interaction, transformation, and integration between
the evil of banality and morality plays a critical role in clarifying the
substantive essence of Confucian moral philosophies and the theory of moral
practice contained therein. A systematic understanding can then be consolidated

and constructed by combining this knowledge with the affirmative

Associate Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Taipei University.
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argumentation proposed in Confucian moral philosophies and viewing them

together.

Keywords: Confucius, “Evil of Banality”, Morality, Confucianism



