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The Variations of the Composing Rules

of the Northern-Tune Songsets in Ming Tzarjiuh

Tzy-Han Hsu"

Abstract

The differences, or variations, of the composing rules of the
Northern-Tune songsets, between the Northern Tzarjiuhs in Yuan and Ming
dynasties, had been found early in Ming dynasty. But from Ming dynasty
till now, a concretely and precisely detailed description about the variations
is still in absence.

This essay specifies six issues about the variations: 1, The relationship
between kung-tiao (tonality) and act order; 2, the percentage of the plays
that includes a Yueh-Tiao act; 3, the application of Huang-Chung-Kung; 4,
the application of Pan-She-Tiao; 5, the tendency towards simplification and
assimilation of songset patterns; 6, the application of Chi-Sheng-Tsao. For
each issue, this essay tries to make a concretely and precisely detailed
description.

In further analysis of these six issues, the predictions about the reasons
of these variations are made. And this essay tries to present a new concept
about the variations of the composing rules of the Northern-Tune songsets,

between the Northern Tzarjiuhs in Yuan and Ming dynasties.

Keywords: Ming Tzarjiuh, the Northern-tune, songset, kung-tiao(tonality),

tune
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