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New Explorations of the Publication Era

for the “Tales of the Emperor Wu of Han”

Xin-Hung Lai"

Abstract

There have been divergent views on the author and the publication era
of the “Tales of the Emperor Wu of Han” (abbreviated as the Tales).
Although scholars reach no conclusion about the real identity of the Tales’
author for the time being, its internal evidence offers the clues about its
publication era. In general, two views on the publication era are currently
accepted according to the evidence and arguments provided by Li Jianguo
and Liu Wenzhong: the publication era is during the reign of the Emperor
Cheng of Han or the era of Caowei. This paper examines relevant literature
and points out the problems of false and misses editing in the Gouchen
version of the Tales. Furthermore, this paper investigates the corresponding
era of the information about comparisons between capacities and between
usages of utensils, Fangnian killed his stepmother, mourning for the
half-brother after his death, worship the gods with Gaozu, and Taoist priests
and magic arts. Finally, this paper concludes that the presentation of the
Tales since the Tang and Song Dynasties has been revised by the scholars in
the era of Caowei by referring to the knowledge conditions of the Tales

described in the Bowuzhi written by Zhang Hua in the Jing Dynasty.

Keywords: Tales the Emperor Wu of Han, publication era, Caowei,

Bowuzhi, dissemination of knowledge
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