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The Analysis of Data Cited by Tsai-Shen’s “Shu-Ji-Chuan”

Hua-feng Xu®

Abstract

Tsai-Shen’s “Shu-Ji-Chuan” is the masterpiece in “Shangshu” field of
Zhu Xi school. Being named as“Ji-Chuan,” “Shu-Ji-Chuan” was a collection
of variorum annotation, which essentially received and combined many theories
and doctrines. Therefore, the precondition for commenting on this book is to
attentively study/understand the data cited by Tsai-Shen first. In the past,
most scholars tended to study only those quotations for which Tsai-Shen
had cited the sources. In fact, a significant proportion of “Shu-Ji-Chuan”
quoted previous authors without giving credit to the sources. In this article,
we discuss quotations in“Shu-Ji-Chuan” more comprehensively, especially
for the unsourced part. We try to carry out a more precise comparison and
investigation so as to underline the fact that this book is a variorum. Meanwhile,
the use of citations demonstrated that Tsai-Shen’s writing followed his
teacher’s instructions quite well. Hence, “Shu-Ji-Chuan” highly embodied

the scripture annotation principle instructed by Zhu Xi.
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