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Ben Ching’s “On the View Deck”
and Its Literary Entanglement with Taiwan:

Contextual Comparisons and Boundary Imaginations
Chien-Chou Hou"

Abstract

The imagination and construction of literary history inevitably hinge on
how its thematic boundaries are drawn. In the study of Sinophone writing,
the conventional narrative of Taiwan’s New Literature has yet to expand
these boundaries fully. By adopting archipelagic and maritime cultural
frameworks, this study highlights the relative neglect of Philippine Sinophone
Literature, geographically and historically proximate to the Taiwanese
archipelago. Ben Ching (1941-2001), acclaimed in the Philippines as the
“Poet King” of the Chinese Filipino community, published his landmark
poem “On the View Deck” in Taiwan in 1983, attracting significant attention.
Whereas earlier critics have compared this poem to Zheng Chouyu’s “Border
Hotel,” the present analysis reveals a more nuanced intertextual dialogue
with Lo Fu’s celebrated “Gazing Homeward from the Border,” both works
invoking the notion of “boundary.” The divergences and tensions between
these texts implicitly recalibrate Taiwan’s literary positioning. Moreover,
Xiang Yang’s later poem “Position” initiates a further strand of conversation
with Ben Ching’s work. Together, these comparative readings foreground
Taiwan’s emergence as a Sinophone literary center and underscore its

literary affinities with Philippine Sinophone Literature, offering a novel

Associate Professor, Department of Chinese Studies, National Quemoy University.
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entry point for reimagining and reconstructing the historiography of Taiwanese

literature.

Keywords: boundary, Ben Ching, Lo Fu, Xiang Yang, Taiwanese literary history,

Philippine Sinophone Literature





