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The meaning of the ocean
in the melancholy writings of female poets
—Taking Duosi’s “Heart Traces” and Lu Ping’s

“Wandering Builds Walls” as the research objects

Lee, Kuei-Yun”

Abstract

Compared with Taiwan’s modern male poets’ prodigal consciousness
or grand mind in ocean writing, female poets tend to use ocean imagery as a
symbol of subjectivity and lust. In the melancholy writing about the torment
of illness, the meaning of the imagery of the ocean is very special. Therefore,
this thesis intends to explore how the ocean imagery in Duo Si and Lu
Ping’s melancholic writing poems is given meaning, and then explain the
particularity of female poets interpreting the melancholy soul through the
ocean, so as to supplement the female poetics of modern ocean writing
facing. This article finds out that in “Heart Traces”, a collection of
self-examination and self-healing poems, Duosi often uses ocean imagery to
describe her inner landscape. The sea and its related things, in his works,
often integrate the subject’s state of mind, without distinction between
subject and object, presenting a field of changeable waves, illusory light and
shadow, bubbles bursting, waves flying like dreams, death, dark
unconsciousness, deep and unpredictable and other meanings. Lu Ping’s
“Wandering Builds Walls” shrouds the ocean in a dark, mysterious, and
deadly writing horizon. The plots of many poems use the ocean as a
metaphor, making the ocean an unconscious, nameless phenomenon and

unexplained phenomenon. Where emotions converge, the sea is devouring

Professor of Institute of Taiwan Literature National Tsing Hua University
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and melancholic, often the end of life. These oceanic imaginations have

become a unique perspective of oceanic writing in Taiwan’s modern poetry.

Keywords: Melancholic Writing, Ocean Imagery, Duo Si, Lu Ping, Taiwan

Modern Female Poets



