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A study on the narrative of the eunuch’s birthplace

in novels and notes of the Ming and Qing Dynasties
Hsieh, Chia-Ying"

Abstract

Studies of eunuch narratives in Ming and Qing novels have always
focused on Wei Zhongxian in the late Ming Dynasty and his deeds and
images of powerful eunuchs who brought disaster to the country and the
people. The plot of “Lisheng Temple” is regarded as one of the ways to
create a negative image of eunuchs. However, in the Ming Dynasty,
powerful eunuchs such as Liu Jin, Wang Tang, Sun Long, and Liu Jing
already had living temples. As the eunuchs became more powerful, the
number of living temples also increased to convey authority outside the
court. Therefore, the narrative of the eunuchs’ living temples has its own
importance. Sex, this article focuses on Ming and Qing novels and refers to
notes to explore the presentation, evolution and significance of the eunuch’s
birthplace narrative.

First of all, “the granting of foreheads in the ancestral temple and
worshiping in the Confucius Temple” presents a “struggle between political
authority and Taoist tradition”. The names of the eunuchs before the Wei
ancestral hall who were “granted foreheads by the emperor” are rarely
recorded, while the Book of Accusing Treachery and The Wei ancestral
temples in Qixian Commentary and Tianyuhua were given by the emperor
and had the legitimacy of “political rule”. They were mostly named after
Confucian virtues such as benevolence and virtue to highlight the image of

“virtuous officials” and “virtuous officials”, and its contribution to the

Postdoctoral researcher at the Department of Chinese Literature of National
Taiwan University, and adjunct Assistant Professor, Department of General
Education in Chihlee University of Science and Technology.
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country and “favor” to local people. As for the Wei ancestral temple
“consecrated to the Confucius Temple”, it started the trend of setting up
eunuch temples next to the Confucius Temple and Taixue. The eunuchs
obtained the right to speak of the Confucian “Taoism” and devoted
themselves to its image to “turn evil into virtuous people”; and Warning the
World Yin and Yang, the eunuch temples in “Dream”, Book of Denial of
Adultery, Popular Novel of Suppression and Tianyuhua are mostly located
in the capital city, West Lake and other famous places to achieve the effect
of promoting the power of “eunuchs”.

Secondly, “statues, happy faces and architecture of living temples”
deified the image of eunuchs in the Ming Dynasty. In the official history,
“quan eunuchs” were criticized for spending huge sums of money to build
living temples and violating the etiquette system, so they were mostly
“treacherous/ evil eunuchs”. The negative image of the eunuchs in the
novels and notes did not exist for a long time. Most of them were destroyed
as they lost power. However, the statues may be preserved in the
reconstruction of the eunuchs because of the image of “virtuous eunuchs”
who contributed to the local area. Among the completed buildings, it can be
seen from Book of Denial, Xianju Xianping, Applause Juechen, and Zhenhai
Spring and Autumn that the costumes and accessories of the statues in the
temple are inappropriately made of imperial rituals, reflecting the author's
criticism of “powerful officials” The purpose of Rebuking Adultery and Tian
Yu Hua is to continue and strengthen the image of “treacherous eunuchs”,
pointing out that the construction and decoration of birthplaces and temples
were an important reason for the death of emperors and the fall of the Ming
Dynasty. The Qing Dynasty added details based on the ancestral narratives
in the Ming Dynasty novels, reflecting the different attitudes of central
officials and local officials on whether “power eunuchs” contributed to the
local area. Eunuchs and local officials also jointly shaped the wandering
between virtuous eunuchs and traitors. The image of evil eunuchs, therefore,

by sorting out the presentation and evolution of eunuch birth and temple
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narratives in Ming and Qing novels and notebooks, we can understand the

diversity and significance of eunuch narratives in Ming and Qing Dynasties.

Keywords: Eunuch narratives, Wei Zhongxian, living shrines, statues, Ming

and Qing novels



