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The Concept of Nature in Liu Ka-shiang’s Animal

Fictions

Tsung-Chieh Huang*

Abstract

Liu Ka-shiang is definitely the one you need to know if you want to
understand the current development of nature writings in Taiwan. Not
simply a pioneer, he writes continuously throughout all these years, seeking
innovation and change. Among his various works, “animal fiction” is a
category that is noteworthy. From 1991 to 2008, Liu published four animal
fictions, including A Story of a Wind Bird (1991), A Story of a Humpback
Whale (1993), Hill of Stray Dogs (2007) and The Albatross Forever (2008).
This paper will discuss how Liu modifies his narrative point of view
throughout these fictions and how his understanding of the interaction
between animal and human being has been changed. By doing so, we will be
able to grasp the characteristics of his animal fictions as well as his view on
creative writing. Furthermore, an investigation of Liu’s animal fictions may
help us think about how people build up their imagination towards animals
and how different viewpoints affect people’s way of treating animals and

their attitude towards nature.

Keywords: Liu Ka-shiang, animal fiction, nature writing, the concept of

nature

* Assistant Professor, Department of Chinese, National Dong Hwa University
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